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1 . SUMMARY. IN AN APPARENT RESPONSE TO PUBLIC PRESSURE, 

THE AUGUST 29 PEOPLE'S DAILY CARRIED AN ARTICLE WHICH LAUDED 
THE INVOLVEMENT OF TWO YOUTHS IN THE CONTROVERSIAL TIENANMEN 
INCIDENT. WHILE THE ARTICLE DOES NOT DIRECTLY IMPLICATE 
WU TEH AND OTHER LOCAL OFFICIALS FOR QUASHING THE RIOTS, 

THE APPEARANCE OF THE ARTICLE, WALL POSTER CRITICISM OF 
WU TEH AND THE PEKING REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE, AND OPEN 
CRITICISM OF WU BY PEKING RESIDENTS, SUGGESTS THAT WU'S 
POSITION AS PEKING'S PARTY BOSS IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
UNTENABLE. END SUMMARY. 

2. PEKING'S POLITICAL PROBLEMS WERE AGAIN TOUCHED ON IN 
A PEOPLE'S DAILY ARTICLE. THE AUGUST 29 PEOPLE'S DAILY 
CARRIED A REPORT ON A RECENT CONFERENCE OF PEKING MUNICIPAL 
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COMMUNIST YOUTH LEAGUE MEMBERS. THE CONFERENCE LAUDED THE 
HEROIC CONTRIBUTIONS OF YOUTH AND SPECIFICALLY CITED THE 
EXPERIENCES OF HO YEN-KUANG AND HAN CHIH-HSIUNG WHO HAD 
BEEN ARRESTED FOR WRITING SLOGANS AND POSTERS DURING THE 
APRIL 1976 TIENANMEN INCIDENT. 

3. THE ARTICLE STATED THAT HO YEN-KUANG, A VICE CHAIRMAN 
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OF THE CHUNG- WEN DISTRICT CHEMICAL FIBER FACTORY, HAD BEEN 
ARRESTED FOR WRITING INFLAMMATORY EPITAPHS AND SENDING A 
WREATH TO THE MARTYRS MONUMENT IN APRIL 1976. HO IS REPORTED 
TO HAVE DEFENDED TENG HSIAO PING WHO WAS THEN UNDER ATTACK 
FOR HIS ATTEMPTS TO DEVELOP THE CHINESE ECONOMY. HE ALSO 
CRITICIZED CHANG TIEH-SHENG, WHO SYMBOLIZED THE GANG OF 
FOUR’S APPROACH TO EDUCATION. HO REPORTEDLY STATED IN 1976 
THAT IF CHANG CAME TO HIS FACTORY, THE MASSES WOULD "BLAST 
HIM OUT.” HO WAS DETAINED FOR FOUR MONTHS IN 1976 AND 
QUESTIONED 49 TIMES. HE REFUSED TO ADMIT HIS "CRIMES" AND 
CONTINUED TO WRITE ESSAYS AND POEMS IN PRISON. 

4. THE CONFERENCE ALSO LAUDED THE EXPERIENCE OF HAN CHIH- 
HSIUNG, A YOUNG WORKER FROM THE NO. 2 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
CO. HAN ALSO WROTE REVOLUTIONARY SLOGANS THAT WERE POSTED 
IN TIENANMEN SQUARE AND WAS ARRESTED BY THE GANG OF FOUR 
AND THEIR "BLACK DIE-HARDS." 

5. BOTH HO AND HAN HAD THEIR "VERDICTS REVERSED" AFTER THE 
ARREST OF THE GANG OF FOUR IN OCTOBER 1976, ACCORDING TO 
THE ARTICLE. 

6. COMMENT: POSTERS IN FRONT OF THE PEOPLE'S DAILY OFFICES 
EARLIER THIS SUMMER DEMANDED THAT THE PAPER ADDRESS THE 
CONTROVERSIAL TIENANMEN INCIDENT AND CALLED FOR A REVERSAL 
OF VERDICTS ON INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED FOR PARTICIPATING IN 
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THE INCIDENT (REF D). THE AUGUST 29 ARTICLE IS BY NO MEANS 
A DEFINITIVE STATEMENT THAT THOSE INVOLVED IN THE INCIDENT 
ARE "REVOLUTIONARY HEROES" BUT IT DOES INDICATE THAT THE 
CENTRAL AUTHORITIES ARE AGAIN REVIEWING THIS CONTROVERSIAL 
INCIDENT THAT LED TO TENG'S DISMISSAL AND HUA'S APPOINTMENT 
AS PREMIER AND FIRST CCP VICE CHAIRMAN. THE ARTICLE ALSO 
INDIRECTLY CRITICIZES PEKING AUTHORITIES SUCH AS WU TEH 
AND POSSIBLY PEKING MILITARY REGION COMMANDER CHEN HSI 
LIEN WHOSE INVOLVEMENT IN QUASHING THE RIOTS IS STILL BIT 
TERLY REMEMBERED BY MANY OF PEKING'S RESIDENTS. THE APPEARANCE 
OF THIS ARTICLE, THE JULY LETTER TO THE PEOPLE'S DAILY EDITOR 
CRITICAL OF WU TEH (REF C), WALLPOSTER CRITICISM OF WU 
TEH AND THE PEKING REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE, AND OPEN CRI- 
TICISM OF WU BY PEKING RESIDENTS INDICATE THAT WU TEH'S 
POSITION AS PEKING'S PARTY BOSS IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
UNTENABLE. WOODCOCK 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, CIVIL DISORDERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PEKING02725 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780353-0995 
Format: TEL 
From: PEKING 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978088/aaaaagpv.tel 

Line Count: 110 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: acc7ea65-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 PEKING 2652, 78 PEKING 2377, 78 PEKING 2315, 78 PEKING 2236 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1784642 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PEOPLEYS DAILY ARTICLE ON THE 1976 TIENANMEN INCIDENT 
TAGS: PINT, CH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/acc7ea65-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



